
HAYDN AND MOZART 28 
Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) has sometimes been cal ed 

"the father of the symphony." Altogether, he wrote more than 100 
symphonies along with 83 quartets and a large number of oratorios, 
operas, piano sonatas, and concertos for a variety of instruments. 
Before Haydn, the symphony was an opening piece for an opera. By 
giving the symphony its modern form and structure, Haydn greatly 
influenced the composers who followed him, especially Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart and Ludwig van Beethoven. In his "Surprise" 
symphony, Haydn showed a sense of humor by ending a quiet, slow 
part with a very loud blast by the entire orchestra. "There," he told a 
friend, "all the ladies will scream." 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) is regarded as one of the greatest musical 
geniuses in history. Although he lived to be just 35 years old, he composed hundreds of 
musical works, including symphonies, concertos, and operas. Mozart started to compose 
music before reaching the age of five, and he was famous for many works by the time he was 
13 

Noted as an outstanding player of the piano, Mozart led the way in developing the 
concerto for piano and orchestra. He wrote more than 20 piano concertos in addition to more 
than 40 symphonies. Many of his operas, including The Marriage of Figaro, Don Giovanni, 
and Cosi Fan Tutte, are performed today all over the world. No other composer compares to 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart in terms of creating a vast number of musical masterpieces. 

Directions: Use facts about Joseph Haydn and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart to complete 
the crossword puzzle below. 
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Across 
2. Haydn wrote more than 100 
5. Both Haydn and Mozart wrote 
7. Haydn wrote 83 
9. Mozart developed the for piano 

and orchestra. 
10. Mozart began composing music before 

the age of  
11. Haydn influenced Mozart and  

Down 
1. Haydn's "  Symphony showed 

his sense of humor. 
3. Mozart was an outstanding  

player. 
4. The  of Figaro 
6. Don  
8  Fan Tutte 
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GtaDeA 
1756-1791 Wolfgang Amadeus Iflozari 

1Classical composer Wolfgang Mozart died when he was only 35 years 
old. The first question that comes to mind is how could he have written 
over 600 94 pieces of music - including 4 major operas, 41 symphonies 
and 27 piano concertos - in such a short a time? 

The answer is that Wolfgang was a child prodigy who played the piano 
at age four, performed 34 for royalty at six, and composed sonatas and 
symphonies by age 11. 

Born in Salzburg, Austria, to musician Leopold Mozart, Wolfgang was the 
youngest of seven children and only one of two infants who survived. His 
father was a talented violinist who played in the Archbishop's orchestra 
and wrote texts on violin technique. Leopold was very aware of his son's 
musical talent and was criticized for dragging his son around to the 

courts of Europe, forcing him as a young boy to practice for hours 
and play for money for any bored aristocrat who would listen. Letters 
between g father and son, however, indicate an affectionate 

relationship between the two and seem to ,34 show that Leopold's main 
concern I was that Wolfgang's amazing talent be recognized. 

In 1763, the entire Mozart family traveled to Paris and London, 
where Wolfgang played before both French and English monarchs. 34 He 
composed i his first symphony while on this tour and was hoping to secure 
a commission to write an opera. He did not find an opera patron but 
wrote one anyway, La Finta Semplice (The Pretend Simpleton), which was 
performed before the Archbishop in Salzburg in 1769. In the meantime, he 
settled for an appointment as concertmaster for the Archbishop, a post he 
found demeaning and frustrating. 

The next decade was filled with Mozart's constant struggle to gain a 
musical court appointment and recognition for his compositions. He 
traveled abroad seeking a post, visiting numerous cities in Germany 



without success. Finally, in 1782, he moved to Vienna and married 
Constanze Weber. Beset by financial difficulties, Mozart eked out a living 
teaching and giving public concerts. He became friends with Joseph 
Haydn and dedicated his six string quartets to his fellow composer. Bowing 
to the popularity of the Italian tradition in opera, Mozart teamed with 
librettist Lorenzo de Ponte and created The Marriage of Figaro in 1786. It 
became wildly popular and resulted in a commission with which he used to 
write Don Giovanni - now considered to be one of the most brilliant operas 
ever written. 

In 1787, he was appointed court composer to Joseph II in 34 Vienna, 
but the post carried a I meager salary and Mozart's financial troubles 
continued. By this time, his bad temper and arrogance alienated 
many people at court and his peers did everything they could to sabotage 
his career. Mozart continued to compose, however, and his works in his 
last years included concertos, string quartets, and a requiem mass. His 
Requiem in D minor was commissioned by a nobleman, but Mozart became 
convinced it would commemorate his own death. 

Penniless and in poor health, Mozart worked feverishly to finish the work, 
g but sadly he died with it still incomplete. Because he was so poor, he 
was given the cheapest possible funeral and was buried in an unmarked 
grave, leaving behind a wife I and two children. 

He never knew that his works, for the most part unprofitable and 
unappreciated in his lifetime, became some of the most celebrated 
musical compositions of all time. 

QUESTIONS: 4. What was the name of Mozart's sister 
with whom he often performed? 

Mozart is considered a  5. The Magic Flute is one of Mozart's 
because he accomplished remarkable famous 
things as a child. 

2. At what age did Mozart begin 
performing for European royalty? 

3. Mozart distinguished himself as one of 
the most important composers of the 
 Period. 

6. Where is Mozart buried?  

7. How many of the six children that 
Mozart and Constanze had survived? 

?,4 



e. 5.A 
1770-1827 I Ludwig van lleeihoven 

Ludwig van Beethoven was born in Germany to a very musical 
family as both his father and grandfather were musicians to 

the royal court. When it was discovered that young Ludwig showed musical 
talent, he was forced to ignore his other studies and practice daily for 
hours. In 1787, when he was just 17, Ludwig traveled to Vienna to play for 
Wolfgang Mozart, then considered the most brilliant and famous musician 
of his time. Mozart predicted that Beethoven would "give the world 
something worth listening to." 

Beethoven's artistic vision was shaped during the upheaval caused by 
the French Revolution and two decades of war between Austria and 
France. Ludwig moved to Vienna when he was 22 years old and, because 
he was greatly admired for his musical talent, was accepted into 
fashionable society. His musical ideas were considered quite unorthodox 
and even shocking. Beethoven's music dramatically celebrated the 
ideals of freedom and nobility and stretched the boundaries of accepted 
composition. 

Ludwig became known for his terrible temper, his lack of manners and his 
slovenly appearance, but his breathtaking ability to compose and perform 
endeared him to wealthy and powerful patrons. Beethoven never married 
and had stormy relationships with family members, so it seems clear that 
he only had patience for his music. 

In a cruel twist of fate, Ludwig van Beethoven began to lose his hearing 
when he was just 30 years old. At the beginning of his most prolific 
and vital period of composing, he was a financial and popular success 
but found it increasingly difficult to hear his own music. As he realized 
his hearing was diminishing, he composed concertos, symphonies, and 
sonatas, which displayed his talent but still echoed the techniques of 
Haydn and Mozart. Two of the most enduring of these works are the 
Pothetique and Moonlight sonatas. 
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After the wrenching realization that he was indeed going deaf, his work 
became more powerful and unique. In 1803, he wrote his third symphony 
(Eroica), which was originally dedicated to Napoleon. This work broke 
all formal musical conventions and signaled the beginning of a prolific 
period of creativity. During the next ten years, Beethoven wrote five 
symphonies and innumerable other works. He is considered to have 
bridged the gap from the Classical to the Romantic Period. Beethoven's 
sixth symphony (Pastorale), with its celebration of country life, including 
a realistic thunderstorm and bird songs, is now seen as the introduction of 
Romanticism. 

In 1817, even after he became totally deaf, Beethoven incredibly 
continued to write operas, concertos, symphonies, quartets, sonatas and 
choral pieces. He composed his famous ninth symphony with the glorious 
Ode to Joy chorus after he was no longer able to hear what he had 
written. 

Ludwig van Beethoven died in 1827 after a long illness. His influence on 
subsequent composers is immeasurable, as he brought to music a new 
depth and intensity of emotion unknown before his time. 

QUESTIONS: 

. What famous composer predicted 
Beethoven's future success? 

2. In which city was Beethoven born? 

1. 1-1-11-1 
3. 

2. 1-1-14-2 

3. 1-3-16-3 = 

4. 1-3-23-2 

5. 1-4-8-3 

6. 1-4-10-4 = 
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1. 2-1-1-1 

2. 2-1-13-9 =  

3. 2-2-4-5 

4. 2-4-1-9 

Fidelio is Beethoven's only 

1. 1-1-3-6 

2.2-1-5-4 

3. 3-1-2-6 

4.4-1-3-2 

5. 5-1-1-1 

(continued on next page) 



4. What was the name of one of 
Beethoven's lifelong patrons? 

1. 3-1-1-4 

2. 3-1-2-4 

3. 3-1-1-1 

4. 3-1-12-3 =  

5. 3-1-5-3 

6. 3-1-6-1 

7. 3-1-2-2 

8. 3-1-1-5 

9. 7-2-20-7 = 

5. Which of Beethoven's most popular 
symphonies is immediately recognized 
by its first four notes? 

1. 7-1-7-2 

2. 7-2-2-1 

3. 7-2-2-3 

4. 7-2-4-10 

5. 7-2-22-1 

6. What city was known as "the center of 
the music world" during Beethoven's 
time? 

1.7-1-3-7 

2. 6-2-3-2 

3. 5-1-17-6 

4. 4-2-3-8 

5. 3-1-30-6 

6. 2-1-2-1 

7. In addition to the keyboard, what 
instrument did Beethoven study at an 
early age? 

1.4-1-9-7 

2. 7-2-2-1 

3. 2-1-13-9 

4. 5-1-4-4 

5. 1-2-2-1 

6. 3-2-19-6 
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1810-1849 Frederic Chopin Oe:As 
Frederic = Chopin was one of the very few composers who 

devoted MIL his life to writing solely for the AM piano. As a = pianist, 
his playing was flawless and his technique brilliant. He was an inspired 
improviser who jilL  found the process of writing down what he played very 
difficult, but during his most productive years, he composed preludes, 
nocturnes, waltzes, scherzos, ballades, sonatas and dances. II He brought 
the keyboard from its traditional role in orchestral =and choral music 
=to a deserved place as a solo instrument.II 

Chopin, born in 1810 in = Warsaw, = Poland, was the— 1.son of a French 
school teacher = and a cultured Polish mother. II By his parent's wishes, 
he studied piano as a child, which allowed him to attend the Conservatory 

from 1826 -1829. = During these = years, he performed J= in 
local AM recitals and = composed several rondos and = Polish dances to 
local acclaim. 

His fame grew Ma as 'the toured Vienna and Warsaw, however, his despair 
over the political situation in Poland and his musical = ambitions caused 
him to move to Paris— in 1831. 

The French people loved Chopin for his genius and charm. His talent 
was = quickly AM noticed by many important JEL people, Ilincluding 
= composers Liszt sand Schumann. They— provided Chopin = with 
introductions into high society II circles and he quickly established 
himself as a AM premiere teacher, = performer and AM composer. 

Chopin's performance style MIL was known for its subtlety, restraint=and 
delicacy, which AM matched = his personality. During the period 1838 to 
1847, Chopin II developed a bonding relationship with a well-known 
author, = Aurore Dudevant, who was ME more of a mother to him = than 
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a girl friend. Even though Chopin t was giving very few concerts, he 
was actively publishing in Paris, London and Leipzig. II 

In 1848, he and Dudevant went their separate ways and Chopin's health 
rapidly II declined t from tuberculosis. He died in 1849 at the very young 
age of 39. His funeral, held ma, at t the lor Madeleine, was attended 
by nearly 3,000 mourners. II 

For what instrument did Chopin 
compose? 

2. Did Chopin ever marry? 

3. Aurore Dudevant's pen name was 
George 

4. What was Chopin's middle name? 

5. Chopin's Waltz in Db Major, Op. 62, #1 is 
often called the Waltz. 

6. What city did Chopin consider his home? 

7. What music style was popular during 
Chopin's time in Paris? 

8. What title did Ms. Dudevant hold? 

9. How old was Chopin when he had his 
first piece published? 

14 
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1868-1917 I S0ii Joplin eoi s 

As the end of the 19th century I • approached, many of the usual sounds 
and rhythms in music were being experimented with and creatively 

t7 t7• ("7\ /--s 

changed. By the early 20th century, American music was becoming: I 
influenced by the black America s heritage of work 1- songs, field shouts, 
hymns and spirituals, whose musical elements were mostly African. :11 This 
new influence was called "jazz," and was spontaneous and improvisational (7. 
in nature, inviting musicians to I: be creative and innovative. 

Scott Joplin, who :I was to I: become a force in the growing tio. opulaqty of 
the jazz genre known as "ra ime," was born into a poor Texas family in 
1868. Whe7'n he vias 14, he left home and moved to St.. Louis, where there 
was a growing community of creativmusicians. Joplin was a self-taught 
pianist and musician, but had no problem finding work in the numerous 
bars and saloons, which employed blues and "honky tonk" musicians to 
entertain their customers.: I 

r7, 
By 1894, Joplin II:was looking for other outlets for his music so he 
moved to Missouri, where he joined a local ID(7\nd - this time playing the 
cornet. He formed his own vocal ensemble and toured for several years, 
performing and composing ragtime tunes. When the group disbanded, 
Scott returned to Missouri where he studied music at George Smith 
College. In 1899, he published his first piece, Maple Leaf Rag, and its 
success was instantaneous. His next works,: I however, were commercial 
failures although he continued to I :compose. 

,-,  
Finally, in 1909, he de,,cided to move to New York City and joined the ,-.-,    
thriving jazz community there. He met with considerable success:11 both 
artistically and commercially over the next five years but was devastated , 
by the I (Cidick failure of his ragtime opera, Treemoii isha, which he 
produced himself.: I 

22 
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By 1915, the mood f the country had changed. i and interest in jazz and 
ragtime declined. Joplin became depressed and moody over the failure 
of his I : \AI orks to receive recognition and by 1916 he as confined to a 
mental institution suffering from suicidal tendencies. He died there on 
April 1 1917.1 

Scott I Joplin's music enjoyed a vigorous revival in the 1970s and became 
widely recognized as a highly innovaiive variation on a jaiz theme. His 
compositions elevated ragtime from its honky-tonk beginnings to a serious 
art form.: I The Entertainer became a mainstream melody when it was 
used predominantly in the hit movie, The Sting. 

1. Joplin was famous for writing in what 
jazz genre? 

2. What city in Missouri did Joplin consider 
to be his home? 

3. In addition to the piano, Joplin was 
proficient at which other instrument? 

4. Where was Joplin working when he 
wrote Maple Leaf Rag? 

5. John was a music 
store owner and publisher of many of 
Joplin's compositions. 

6. Name another famous rag Joplin wrote 
in 1901.  

7. Joplin is buried in 
New York. 

8. What royalty percentage was Joplin 
paid for Maple Leaf Rag? 

9. What major event in United States 
history began on the day Joplin died? 

10. In 1976, the Committee 
awarded Joplin a posthumous award for 
his contribution to American music. 
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